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The working part of the manufacturers and labourers of all denominations
[he describes as] working hard and being dexterous in their operations^ and of
course earning large sums ... which they spend in drinking, exposing them-
selves at the same time to the inclemency of the weather; always idle when
they have any money left, so that their life is spent between labour and
attention above their powers, and perfect idleness and drunkenness. Their
women also, passing from affluence to distress almost every week, are forced,
though soberly inclined, to lead very disorderly lives. Pulmonary diseases
are more common and particularly fatal in this class, as well as all other
diseases.147
This description applied more fully to the labourer than to the arti-
san, and especially to such occupations as brick-making and coal-
heaving, which were seasonal and very irregular from no fault of the
workman, very exhausting, with high occasional earnings. But
drunkenness was a prevailing vice among all classes, and irregularity of
work was general.
Hours in most London trades were long, but as the greater part of
the work was piecework, done at the journeyman's own time, there was
comparatively little disputing over them. When the men worked by the
day, or when there was a fair proportion of weekly or daily men besides
out-workers, we find them trying to get hours reduced. The tailors,
whose wages and hours were regulated after 1721 by an Act to prevent
combinations, worked at first from 6 to 8, one hour being allowed for
dinner. During periods of court-mourning they were to work at night
as well as all day for double wages. In January 1764, the journeymen,
who were strongly organized,148 appealed to the Sessions under the
Act and got an increase of wages and a reduction of one hour in the
winter half-year. In the following May, they again appealed for a
reduction of summer hours to the winter level:
The petitioners are content with the wages thereby settled, but. . . their
sedentary course of life and constant attention to their business for such a
length of time as from six o'clock in the morning till eight o'clock at night
gready impairs their health and constitution and prejudices their sight and
faculties....
The reduction was agreed to by counsel on behalf of the master-tailors
and was accordingly ordered by the Sessions, who declared themselves